Building a Bridge for New Playwrights from Kaua'i

One of our most important goals is to create a pathway for aspiring playwrights from Kaua'i who

have original stories to tell but few opportunities to develop them for the stage.

Our journey began on Kaua'i with a simple idea: create an original play based on local stories and
experiences. Along the way, we learned the craft of playwriting, held stage readings at local
community venues, and brought together more than 20 volunteers who wanted to help bring the
project to life. Most had little or no theater experience, but they shared a passion for storytelling and

community.

After three years of development, the play was presented as a staged reading at the Kaua'i War
Memorial Convention Hall. It was performed on the main stage by community members rather than

professional actors, demonstrating the power of local voices and grassroots participation.

While Kaua'i is rich with stories, there are limited opportunities for residents to develop and produce
original theatrical works. To continue growing the project, | relocated to O'ahu and began
representing Aloha Community Theater. In my first year, | studied playwriting with one of Hawai'i's
leading playwrights, completed directing coursework with one of the state's most respected theater

directors, and built relationships throughout the theater community.

The next step is to bring this original play to the stage with experienced actors and theater
professionals. Just as importantly, | want to share that journey with emerging playwrights from Kaua'i

so they can learn how an idea becomes a finished production.

Kaua'i, especially the West Side where | lived for ten years, is home to families whose connections to
‘ohana, culture, and heritage run deep. It reminds me of the Wai‘anae Coast, where family and
community are at the heart of daily life. These communities are filled with stories that deserve to be

preserved, celebrated, and shared.

Our vision is to help local writers transform those stories into plays, providing mentorship, training,
readings, and production opportunities. By building connections with established theater
organizations such as Kumu Kahua Theatre and other partners, we hope to create a lasting bridge

between community storytellers and the professional stage.

Through this work, we can ensure that the voices, experiences, and traditions of Kaua'i continue to

inspire future generations.
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