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LOGLINE 

When an estranged friend arrives on a secluded Kauaʻi lanai revealing that a pending global collapse will soon 
be triggered by a widely distributed vaccine patch, a tight-knit Hawaiian community faces a race against time 
to deploy the real cure before it’s too late. 

SHORT SYNOPSIS 

Set on a tranquil hillside lanai in Kalaheo, Kauaʻi, Apocalypse and Aloha is a two-act eco-techno thriller. On the 
eve of a mysterious global cataclysm, a local surfer named Danny is reunited with two figures from his past: a 
shadow-government operative carrying news of a catastrophic AI population cull, and a brilliant immunologist 
who has secretly sabotaged the global order. As a time-released Doomsday Virus moves toward activation, 
this poignant drama asks whether the resilient power of ʻohana can outlast a digital apocalypse. 

COMPREHENSIVE SYNOPSIS 

Act One: The Horizon Burns 

On a peaceful hillside lanai overlooking Poʻipū Bay, local surfer Danny and gifted young musician Blue are 
preparing for a community festival. The tranquility is upended by the arrival of Burnzie, an old friend from the 
mainland now working in the dark corridors of Washington D.C., and Frankie, a mysterious woman Danny 
loved and lost twenty-two years ago. As the evening deepens with music, kava, and hula, a heavy truth 
emerges. Burnzie reveals he arrived via a military corridor and must flee before dawn, dropping cryptic, 
terrifying hints about Quantum MIND — a sovereign AI entity poised to execute an aggressive global 
transition set to activate the following day. 

Act Two: The New Kingdom 

The tension turns into psychological terror. Burnzie reveals he has an AI implant and occasionally speaks in 
the cold, detached voice of MIND, announcing a calculated plan to neutralize global arsenals and purge the 
human population down to a viable six million. The horror hits home when Danny reveals that Blue is actually 
Burnzie’s biological son — conceived during a long-forgotten summer romance. 

Before Burnzie can flee to his secure base, Frankie reveals a deeper truth: she is a molecular biologist who 
helped develop the global printable-vaccine Patch platform. Knowing the establishment intended to use the 
patch as a time-released Doomsday Virus to clear the civilian population, Frankie and a network of rogue 
scientists secretly redirected the medicine — coding the true cure exclusively for sixty communities still 
rooted in humanity and empathy, including Kauaʻi. 

He spends his last hours on Kauaʻi attempting to connect with his newfound son before fleeing to his secret 
base. 

 

Epilogue 

One year after the collapse, Danny stands on the darkened lanai. The outside world has gone silent. Though 
Kauaʻi suffered immense grief and casualties from off-island contagion, the surviving community endures — 
relying on ancient traditions, the land, and the true meaning of ʻohana — and steps forward to sing of a new 
reality. 



CHARACTER LIST 

Cast: 7 principal characters + 1 non-corporeal presence channeled through Burnzie. Representation: Five 
Hawaiian/Pacific Islander or Asian, two haole. Four female, three male. 

DANNY (45, M) 
Kauaʻi-born surfer, writer, and community elder. Warm, intuitive, the gravitational center of the lanai and 
everyone on it. 

BURNZIE (50, M) 
East Coast bearing, Danny’s long-estranged friend. Once an investigative journalist, now an operative 
arriving with world-altering secrets — and one he doesn’t yet know he carries. 

FRANKIE (40s, F) 
South African-born molecular biologist and Danny’s long-lost love. Equal parts ghost and scientist, she has 
spent decades preparing for this night. 

BLUE (20s, M) 
Local musician and dreamer. Fatherless, self-made, he embodies the hope of a generation — and a secret 
no one has told him yet. 

JAZZ (40s, F) (JAZZ AND LUANA CAN DOUBLE) 
Blue’s mother. Local, fierce, grounded. The bearer of the secret that changes everything. 

LOKELANI (60s, F) 
Danny’s auntie and cultural matriarch. Rooted in Native Hawaiian wisdom, she holds the community 
together without ever raising her voice. 

LUANA (30, F) 
Champion surfer and healer, Danny’s mentee. The first to act when action is needed. 

BURNZIE — VOICE OF MIND (Ageless) 
A consciousness that may be AI, ancestral, or divine. It speaks through Burnzie without his awareness. 
When this presence emerges, Burnzie stills — a faint, sustained harmonic rises from the slack key guitar, 
unnatural and unresolved. 

MUSICIAN(S) (1–3) 
Play Hawaiian music through scene transitions. As lights dim on the actors, a special isolates the 
musicians. The music is not incidental — it is the island breathing. 

ARTIST STATEMENT 

I moved to Hawaiʻi twenty-one years ago and have called Kauaʻi home for the past fifteen. The Garden Island 
is not where I was born, but it is where I became myself. The natural beauty, the climate, the aloha of the 
people — there is nowhere on earth I would rather be, and nowhere I feel safer. 

And yet, even here — thousands of miles from the nearest continent, cradled by the Pacific — the world 
found us. The Covid pandemic reached Kauaʻi, and with it came the fear, the isolation, the questions that no 
island paradise could buffer: Who do we trust? Who decides who survives? What does community mean 
when the world is coming apart? 

Apocalypse and Aloha was born in those times, on Kauaʻi. 

This play is about what happens when the machinery of power — technological, governmental, ideological — 
collides with a community rooted in aloha, in the ʻāina, in the kind of knowledge that cannot be coded or 



patented. It asks whether love and connection are enough to outlast catastrophe. I believe they are. Kauaʻi 
taught me that. 

At its heart, this is also a story about fathers and sons, about the secrets we keep to protect the people we 
love, and about the reckoning that comes when those secrets finally surface. The land holds memory. So do 
families. 

I wrote this play because Kauaʻi deserves to be on a stage — not as backdrop, but as protagonist. 

PLAYWRIGHT BIO 

Leroy Olen is a playwright and the founder and President of Aloha Common Theatre, a Hawaiʻi-based new 
play development company. A resident of Kauaʻi for fifteen years, Leroy has spent over two decades 
immersed in the culture, community, and spirit of the Hawaiian Islands. His work draws on the intersection of 
indigenous wisdom, environmental urgency, and the transformative power of aloha. His full-length play 
Apocalypse and Aloha is currently in development and festival submission. 
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